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Last year, we launched Spark | Purposeful Giving.

Spark is a community of supporters who engage with Toronto City Mission on a 
regular basis. With reliance on God and through prayer, volunteering, and financial 
gifts, we can build a sustainable foundation to bring hope to children and families 
impacted by poverty.     

Spark | Purposeful Giving is not new, in fact, we have been relying on regular support 
from our faithful community since TCM was established in 1879, but what is new 
was recognizing that Christian living is working toward giving our prayer, time, and 
gifts to God for His glory. As a charity, we tend to focus our efforts on raising financial 
support, however, God’s kingdom puts equal value on the importance of prayer and 
time (volunteering) support.  Since we have launched Spark, we have seen an increase 
of supporters who come alongside TCM on a regular basis on all three fronts - prayer, 
volunteering, financial support. It is very encouraging and really helps us focus on 
acheiving our mission:

Through God’s transformational power, we build loving relationships 
to bring hope to chilldren and families impacted by poverty. 

Volunteer from St. James Town 
with three kids she tutors



We invite you to pray with us:

• Pray for safety in the new year in the 
schools and communities

• Pray for good attendance at March 
Break Camp

• Pray for the new enrolment of Role 
Model Moms this semester

• Pray that the Outreach Workers and 
volunteers can continue to share the 
gospel with children and families, 
especially the families who heard 
the gospel for the first time during 
the Gift of Christmas celebrations

• Pray for God’s provision and 
discernment as TCM hires new staff

www.torontocitymission.com

Spark Pray
By Linda Ruth Ciglen, Spark Prayer Partner

Why pray? As Christians, we live our lives in relationship with God. Relationships don’t work 
well without communication and prayer is the way we communicate with God. The Apostle Paul, 
one of the earliest missionaries in the early church, was always asking other Christians to pray 
for him. He knew the value of others talking to God on his behalf. Paul shows us how important 
it is to be praying for missionaries and there have been many reports from missionaries about 
the difference that prayer makes in their work and their lives.

When my daughter was small, she always wanted to “help” - which, of course, wasn’t that much 
help! I could have done the task much more quickly on my own. But it gave me joy for us to do it 

together. It may not have been efficient, but it 
was very satisfying! Similarly, God delights 
in me being involved in everything He’s 
doing in Flemingdon Park through Chiara as I 
pray for her and support her financially.

I encourage you to get in touch with an 
Outreach Worker and ask them how you 
can be praying for them and their ministry 
community. Sign up for TCM’s monthly prayer 
newsletter at www.tinyurl.com/spark-pray 
and join in with what God is doing through 
TCM in our city.

PRAY

Linda Ruth (l) attends church with Chiara (r), 
Outreach Worker, and supports her through prayer.

Special thank you to everyone who 
supported the Gift of Christmas 2016 
including the following groups and friends 
who helped make the Gift of Christmas 
celebrations possible:

1000 Cupcakes Project
C3 Church Toronto
Chinese Gospel Church Scarborough
Members of Grace Bible Church Int’l
Forward Baptist Church
Grace Toronto
Hasbro Canada
North York Christian Community Church
Rotary Club of Scarborough
Rotary Club of Willowdale
Scarborough Chinese Baptist Church
Wellspring Worship Centre
Wilmar Heights Baptist Church

... and all of our volunteers

Gift of

Christmas



Urgent volunteering needs:

• Kingston-Galloway needs 2 volunteers 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday for KIC

• St. James Town needs 1 volunteer 
Monday-Friday for KIC

• St. James Town needs 3 volunteers 
Monday, Thursday for EPIC

www.torontocitymission.com/volunteer
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Spark Volunteer
Interview with Mike & Sally, Spark Volunteers

How did you get involved with TCM?
M&S: Our interest in volunteering with TCM flowed from a relationship with one of the staff 
at TCM and our desire to get more involved in our city.  We were invited to volunteer at EPIC 
tutoring and we found it to be a wonderful opportunity to serve outside of our church setting.

What impacts have you witnessed during your time volunteering?
M&S: We have been volunteering for over 10 years now and we continue to volunteer not 
because of a dramatic transformation that we have noticed in the students that we tutor, but 
because of the small incremental changes that we have been blessed to witness through the 
relationships that are built.  Even though we may not see fruit right away, we trust that by 
being faithful with what God has given us, He will fulfill His promises and the outcome is up 
to Him alone, in accordance with His perfect will.

Why do you continue to volunteer?
S: It keeps me young and allows me to stay in tuned with today’s culture.
M: It’s the relationships you build over time. It is hard to stop volunteering once you start. I 
had a conversation with a student during a tutoring session and we started talking about the 
future. I shared what I had studied and it turned out that this was something of interest to 
this young man.  The student took the initiative to look more into it and ended up applying to 
college in that area of study.

“We would encourage others to get involved.  It is very manageable as it is only a few hours 
during the week, but you can make an impact as you develop relationships with the students.” 

Spark Give
By Steve Weiland, Evangel Temple

Evangel Temple is pleased to partner with Toronto City Mission in undertaking our 
collective Christ given directive to be witnesses through regular financial support, 
prayer, and offering our space for TCM events.  I am reminded of Christ’s words in 
John 4:37-38.  “For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’  I sent 
you to reap that for which you have not laboured; others have laboured, and you 
have entered into their labours.”

Evangel Temple enters into your labours with TCM.  TCM’s mission statement and 
ministry fits with our vision  for the Least, the Little, the Lost.  TCM serves:

• The Least – Those to an extent who are looked down upon by others.
• The Little – Families, children, youths.
• The Lost – Souls that are as equally important to our Heavenly Father as 

anyone else.

The last recorded words of Christ before he ascended into heaven in Acts 1:8b tell us: 
“...and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.”  We labour with TCM by supporting its great work.  TCM is in 
our prayers as you touch and reach the Least, the Little and the Lost.

VOLUNTEER

GIVE

Steve shares a message at TCM’s 2016 AGM hosted at  
Evangel Temple.

Evangel Temple is located at Yonge Street and the 401 
- a unique geographical identifier. Evangel Temple is a 
cosmopolitan church, a mix of races that encompasses 
this great city, our Jerusalem.

Mike and Sally (pictured with their sons) have 
been volunteering at TCM for over 10 years.



PRAY VOLUNTEER GIVE

I commit to praying regularly 
for Toronto City Mission

I commit to volunteering regularly 
at Toronto City Mission

I commit to giving regularly 
to Toronto City Mission

Flemingdon Park (Don Mills & Eglinton)

Kingston - Galloway (Markham & Lawrence E)

St. James Town (Bloor & Sherbourne)

Willowtree (Yonge & Finch)

Role Model Moms (Jane & Finch / Vic Park & Eglinton)

Send prayer points by post mail

Send prayer points by email

Please list your availability and skills:

Please include a prayer encouragement,  
or your prayer request:

         I will give by credit card   Expiry ___ /___

________ /________ /________ /________ 

Name (printed): _______________________

Signature:  __________________________ 

         I have enclosed a VOID cheque (monthly gift)

         I have enclosed a cheque (payable to Toronto City Mission)

         I will give online at www.torontocitymission.com
          or by phone at 416.922.6223

We have been in partnership with Toronto City Mission by hosting the Role Model Moms program at 
Wilmar Heights Baptist Church for over a year now, and what a blessing it has been! Our weekdays 
have now been filled with joyful noises of young children in the nursery and keen mothers learning 
algebra and other challenging topics! I have the opportunity to pop my head into the classroom and 
am always greeted with warm smiles and on occasion have been invited to join them for lunch. This 
past Christmas, our church sponsored the Role Model Moms Gift of Christmas luncheon, it was a fun 
and festive time! Recently, two of the Moms came out to a Sunday service. They both grew up with a 
Catholic background and so they appreciated that the service at Wilmar Heights wasn’t as ritualistic 
as they were accustomed to. They really engaged with the sermon about forgiveness and the fruit 
of goodness, and praise God, they came back the following week. As a Church, we not only hope for 
transformation through education, but we hope for spiritual transformation, that these families will 
find hope through God and the courage to claim all that He has prepared for them. 

Many blessings,

Dr. Tai Adeboboye, Pastor
Wilmar Heights Baptist Church

Community Partnership Perspectives:
Wilmar Heights Baptist Church

I would like to Be a Spark and invest in children and families impacted by poverty!

Dr. Tai  (r) and wife, Marian (l), with Dave at 
Wilmar Heights Baptist Church 

Name:      ____________________________   E-mail: ______________________________   Phone Number: ______________

Address: _______________________________________   City: __________________  Prov: _____ Postal Code: ___________

Please return this slip to: Toronto City Mission  2610 Birchmount Rd. Toronto, ON  M1W 2P5. Or visit us online at www.torontocitymission.com/spark

Wilmar Heights Baptist Church is located at 
1687 Victoria Park Avenue and is a vibrant, 
growing, and dynamic multi-cultural 
congregation representing 22 countries - and 
growing. For over 60 years, WHBC has been 
a place where people have come to seek God, 
to pray, be restored, and be edified from God’s 
Word, the Bible and inspiring messages.

Role Model Moms Victoria Village 
Gift of Christmas luncheon


