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The first TCM program I ever attended was KIC (Kids in Community) in 2006 when I 
was 6 years old. As a kid, I would go through the Bible lessons not fully understanding 
that there was a greater lesson to be learned. I would be more engaged in games and 
worship because I wanted to just have fun. 

As a youth I continued to attend TCM’s leadership and discipleship program where I’ve 
met amazing friends and mentors who helped me become a reliable and faithful young 
woman who now cares more about God than just having fun.  

This summer, I became an intern because I wanted to give back to St. James Town by 
being a good example to the children and teaching them that it is possible to achieve 
their goals. Living within the St. James Town community, I have seen the hardships that 
the low income families and new immigrant families have to deal with. There are many 
people in the community who are willing to help, but the greatest 
provider is God.  A lot of people may see me 
as a capable leader, however, the strength 
and leadership they see comes from God. 
And so, I want to serve the kids in St. James Town 
just like Jesus served His people, with the gifts He 
has blessed me with.

Summer Interns with kids
at Sonshine Day Camp

Giving Back to St. James Town
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City on a Hill, Edmond First Church of the Nazarene, 
Faith Church, Lakeview Church Saskatoon, Meadowvale 
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Community Church, Mississauga Family Baptist Church, 

Oklahoma City First Church of the Nazarene

“What is your hope for the 
future?”

“I want to be like the older 
people and play games with 

kids. That’s my hope.”

“What is your favourite part 
about  Sonshine Day Camp?”
“We pray, eat, we learn about 
the Bible, play fun games, and 
we pray again, then we get to 
do it again the next day!”

“What does Jesus mean to you?”
“MY FATHER!! He means love to me.”

“He’s always there for me. If something 
goes wrong, I can talk to Jesus and He 

makes me feel better.”

“What does God mean for your life?”
“Jesus and God means love. He 
loves us and even saved the world! 
He loves us no matter what and 
forgive us.”

xx
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What Makes EPIC So Special?

By Emma Yim, Summer Office Intern
Behind the Scene: Role Model Moms

EPIC (Education Provided In Community) is an after school tutoring program designed with 
the children’s spiritual, relational and academic lives in mind. Each child in this program, 
is intentionally paired with a volunteer tutor who is screened to be a good match for the 
student. Through this pairing, each volunteer tutor has the opportunity to build a meaningful 
relationship with a child in need, and help provide enhanced learning, a Christ-centerd 
academic mindset, and a way to rise above the challenges they face. 
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For a number of families across Toronto, back-to-school season means it is time to get their children 
ready for the new school year. For a few women in the city, they are getting themselves ready as well. 
The Role Model Moms program focuses on equipping mothers with the resources and knowledge 
needed to pass the GED, a high school equivalency exam. Outreach Workers, Chara Benson and Chiara 
Tari-Arnold, are the teaching team behind this transformational program. As they prepare for class this 
Fall, they share a little bit of a  behind-the-scenes look at Role Model Moms. 

“I became an  EPIC volunteer tutor because I wanted to be able to share God’s 
love and care towards the kids at Kingston-Galloway, even if only for an hour. 

Every minute counts! As simple as doing a few math questions or reading a 
book with the kids, it matters to them. It’s the quality time and attention 

we give the kids, that makes a difference in their lives.” 
- Carmen, EPIC volunteer

What is the process like for moms who want to enroll in RMM?
Chara: It usually starts with a phone call where I ask questions like 
“What are the subjects you struggle with? Is there anything that 
would inhibit you from giving it your all?” After that I give them a test 
with 20 reading questions. If they’re not at the right reading level, the 
RMM program will be too difficult, because reading is in every subject 
and all the final exam questions are multiple choice. We aim to set 
the moms up for success. 

What is something most people don’t know about RMM?
Chiara: There are a lot of preconceived ideas about who the 
moms in the program are. Many assume they are all single 
moms who got themselves into a certain situation at a young 
age. It’s interesting to see a wide range of moms working 
towards the same goal. These moms range from middle-aged 
moms with kids in high school to married moms with young kids 
to single moms who are new to Canada. RMM also offers free 
childcare, which really help the moms focus on their studies.  

What kind of support do you need throughout the year?
Chara: There is a lot going on in the lives of these moms, so we 
need female volunteers who want to connect with the moms and 
encourage them along their journey.  As well, a spiritual battle goes 
on in the moms’  lives and they come with a lot of hurt and baggage. 
So a lot of prayer is needed for these moms to succeed not only  in 
education, but also to emotionally and spiritually be able to open up 
to God’s love. 

Chara (left) and Chiara (right) with Role Model Moms class



Over the past three years Chinese Gospel Church Scarborough has been supporting the 
Flemingdon Park community as a Spark. It has been our joy to support the Outreach Workers 
through prayer, volunteering as a church, and giving financially as they engage the children in the 
after school programs and summer Sonshine Day Camp. 

This past year our congregation came together to support Gift of Christmas and each small group 
has committed to financially supporting the after school program for at least one month.  In June 
we held our third annual community BBQ in Flemingdon Park where 38 volunteers served 200 
community residents.  It was encouraging to see 22 children sign up for Sonshine Day Camp and 
to hear from the residents that these BBQs bring the community together.

Our Lord Jesus teaches that ‘it is more blessed to give than receive’. Once again we found this to 
be true as our congregation has been blessed by experiencing fellowship in service with teens, 
families and young at heart seniors working side by side for a common purpose. We have also 
been blessed with the opportunity to interact with the families in Flemingdon Park.

I would encourage other churches to be a Spark to be blessed and to be a blessing.

In Him, 
Henry Lee, Ministry Partner Coordinator
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Community Partnership Perspectives: 
Chinese Gospel Church Scarborough

Chinese Gospel Church Scarborough (CGCS) seek to glorify God through living out the Great Commandment (John 13:34-35) and carrying out the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20) both individually and together as a church family. Toronto City Mission runs its admin office out of CGCS.

To learn more about how you can become a Spark, visit www.torontocitymission.com/spark

Are you already a Spark? Come to the AGM Celebration on October 23, 2017 to learn how you can further your impact as a Spark Amabassador. 
RSVP at www.torontocitymission.com/events

VOLUNTEER GIVEPRAY

• Pray for the children who attended 
Sonshine Day Camp, that they will 
continue to cultivate an interest and 
desire to know who God is.

• Pray that the kids in the school year 
program will learn what it means to be a 
leader in the community.

• Pray that God would provide the 
resources needed to continue our school 
programs in our six communities.

Why is  regular financial support important?

Regular financial support helps us build 
a sustainable foundation.  We rely on 
generous financial support from people who 
like you who know TCM and understand the 
importance of bringing hope to children and 
families impacted by poverty. Will you join 
our efforts?

We rely on volunteers to help out at 
programs throughout the year. Specifically 
we need volunteer tutors at four of our 
communities. Our hope is to pair up the kids 
(between Grades 1-12) with one tutor. 

Please visit the website for more 
information and to apply to be a volunteer.

www.torontocitymission.com/volunteer


